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First 3-person IVF pregnancies planned in UK 
By Leah Lowthorp | 02.07.2018 
BIOPOLITICAL TIMES

As we learned last Friday, the UK’s Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority (HFEA) has given Newcastle Fertility Centre the green light to create 
embryos using 3-person IVF techniques and implant them in two women affected 
by mitochondrial disease. The aim is to create children that are unaffected by 
mitochondrial disease, yet fully genetically related to both parents. While pre-
implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) is successful in preventing the transmission 
of mitochondrial disease in most cases, these two cases were deemed exceptions.

The HFEA granted Dr. Mary Herbert and her team at Newcastle a license to 
conduct the 3-person IVF technique (also known as nuclear genome transfer) in 
2016, with the caveat that each case would require individual approval. In a recent 
article , Herbert and Turnbull outline the conditions the HFEA set for the 
Newcastle license, including “the need for pathways to ensure appropriate genetic 
counselling for women with mtDNA disorders and recruitment of donors, and the 
long-term follow-up of children born as a result of mitochondrial replacement.” As 
the recent case approvals were made last August and October, it is unclear if the 
procedures have already taken place.

……………. Etc.

Personal Genomics Meets Blockchain 
By Pete Shanks | 02.27.2018 
Biopolitical Times

The launch of a genomics company with a difference was announced 
earlier this month. The individual customers who sign up to have their 
genomes marketed by Nebula Genomics will own their own data, keep it 
private and rent it to researchers and drug companies, fully anonymized. 
At least that’s the idea. The company aims to combine state-of-the-art 
genome sequencing with blockchain technology, the power behind the 
hugely hyped “digital currency” Bitcoin .

This approach has some practical problems, discussed below, and also 
raises some important social and governance issues. For instance: Should 
the human genome, in all its somewhat varying forms, properly belong to 
humanity in general, as the 1997 UNESCO Universal Declaration on the 
Human Genome and Human Rights suggests? If so, what should that 
mean for the governance of massive databases of human DNA sequences? 
Conversely, should the human genome be both individualized and 
commercialized? Is it appropriate that there should be a private, 
commercial definition of the common good? Should there be a public 
responsibility to monitor genomic predictions and ensure that counseling 
is available? Moreover, should societal resources — public or private — be 
diverted to genetic research away from, say, public health measures, 
education and infrastructure?

……………… etc.

https://www.geneticsandsociety.org/user/28
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A year ago …

It is a video blog

https://www.itsokaytobesmart.com/



Recently, …

Youtube channel

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMNKHJE4KOo



One of my favorite posts
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Jake Barnett

Blog:

Your Wild Life

http://yourwildlife.org/blog/

http://yourwildlife.org/blog/






What were some design/content aspects that 

made for a particularly strong blog?



What were some design/content aspects that 

were distracting or confusing?



Homework

• Write a ~150 word pitch

• Ideally about your research

• But could be any idea for a blog post you may have

• Double space!

• Next week the folks from the TLS Outreach Committee will be coming in to 
workshop your pitches with us

• You will have the opportunity to write as guest authors for TLS using the articles 
that you pitch in this class


